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Ontario Regional and Provincial groups launch a new program to say to 

governments: COVID-19 recovery should “Stop Sprawl and Grow the 

Greenbelt” 

Hamilton, Ont. – On the heels of York Region Council’s attempt to get the provincial 

government to open the Greenbelt to development, the Ontario Greenbelt Alliance 

(OGA) today launched a program to do the exact opposite: stop sprawl-style 

development and bring more lands into the protected Greenbelt as part of 

government COVID-19 recovery plans.  

“Since the COVID-19 crisis began, people have been relying more and more on 

natural spaces and farmland to make it through the crisis,” said Lynda Lukasik, 

Executive Director, Environment Hamilton. “These lands are key to our physical and 

mental well-being, the source of healthy, local food and the source of thousands of 

jobs. It’s time governments did more to better protect these lands and grow the 

Greenbelt.”  

The Ontario Greenbelt Alliance includes 100+ groups and individuals from across 

Ontario that work together to protect the Greenbelt. 

“Today, we’re launching an effort to get the word out that the government’s 

COVID-19 recovery plan should work towards stopping sprawl and growing the 

Greenbelt,” said Tim Gray, Executive Director, Environmental Defence. “In these 

difficult times, people need hope. This campaign gives them a positive future to fight 

for.” 

The effort will involve groups working in each region in the Greater Golden 

Horseshoe (GGH) to ensure: 

● municipal councils understand the benefits of sustainable, public 

transit-oriented growth and protection of natural areas and farmland 

● municipal council decisions are transparent, involve the public and reflect 

actual community needs 

● MPPs of all parties commit to stopping urban sprawl and increasing 

protection of the Greenbelt in their COVID-19 recovery plans  

“The need for action on sprawl and Greenbelt protection couldn’t be greater,” said 

Debbie Gordon, Executive Director, Save the Maskinonge. “Last week, we saw York 

Region Council ask the Province for permission to develop lands in the Greenbelt. 

We have also witnessed ongoing erosion of planning rules that encourage more 

sustainable communities, making it easier to convert farmland to sprawl. It’s time 

local and provincial politicians heard from their constituents that these lands should 

be protected. That’s what our work together is about.” 

To learn more, please visit ​www.greenbeltalliance.ca​. 
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http://www.greenbeltalliance.ca/


For media inquires, please contact:  

Hamilton and surrounding regions​:  Lynda Lukasik, Executive Director, 

Environment Hamilton,  ​llukasik@environmenthamilton.org​, (289) 527-0545 

Simcoe County and surrounding regions​: Margaret Prophet, Executive Director, 

Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition, ​margaret@simcoecountygreenbelt.ca​, 
705-718-1383 

York Region and surrounding regions​: Debbie Gordon, Save the Maskinonge, 

905-853-8340  

Waterloo Region and surrounding regions​: Kevin Thomason, Grand River 

Environment Network, 519-240-1648 

Ontario-wide:  

Allen Braude, Senior Communications Manager, Environmental Defence, 

416-356-2587, ​abraude@environmentaldefence.ca 

John Hassell, Director of Communications and Engagement, Ontario Nature, 

416-786-2171, johnh@ontarionature.org 

General Inquiries:  

Franz Hartmann, Ontario Greenbelt Alliance, 416-606-8881, 

franzgreenbeltalliance@gmail.com 

 


