GREN Agenda June 23, 2016

Chair: Kevin Thomason

Minutes: Susan Koswan

Regrets: John Jackson

Attending: Kevin T, Susan K, Don R, Eleanor G, Lulu, Deb S, Sandra S, Deaun, Susan B, Bob B, Andrea C 

Business:
Memberships 
receipts from Theo, but none were present
New Secretary
Susan K returning to school. Call out for new secretary– no takers 
Issue Updates:
Greenbelt & Planning Issues: Kevin, Deb, Deaun

· Coordinator review came out in April 2016 – focus on Greater Toronto and Hamilton, but some awareness that outlying communities still interested (or not) 
· Ministers said they looking to expand into areas where water is being threatened. Does Waterloo Region qualify because we rely on 80% of our water from groundwater? Greenbelt Act is for perpetuity, whereas ROPP is reviewed every 10 years. Too risky that a change in government could undo the progress made. Some of the biggest advocates are no longer on council.
· All river basins into Lake Ontario are captured – no protections beyond that

· Cambridge Open House – technical briefing next day, Kevin Eby’s replacement was there – seems Waterloo Region on top of it, but their take is that Greenbelt reg’ns would undermine current protection, how will agriculture respond, developers pushing back, availability of land has no effect on house prices, Vista Hills not selling, uptown condos are in demand
· Ontario Greenbelt Alliance – Deaun, Kevin and Kate went – lots of different voices working to single voice on policy in August/16. Comment at www.growourgreenbelt.ca
· Greenbelt is the highest level of public comment/participation. 

· Crombie report focus is on building communities and expanding Greenbelt. 
· Irregularities in mapping for some areas has resulted in “losing” some land
· Premier has asked MNR to map areas within the year, but limiting participation from Conservation Authorities
· Community Building, Essential Water Resources and Climate Change are the key concepts/words when writing to comment – all tied to growth plan.  Comment by Sept. 30. Critical to submit ideas now. OMB and Aggregate Act are not part of this. 

· New webpage has popped up that there will be an OMB review – announcement pending, late 2016/early 2017 public consultation 

· Copies of Growing the Green, Protecting the Blue has been personally delivered to every councillor in the Region, cities and townships; meeting with local MPPs also
Hidden Valley Update: Lulu
· Maps out of date

· Concern about land use surrounding area

· Concern about accurate endangered species ID

· Lack of continuity. New Kitchener mayor needs to be brought up to speed
· Is buying the land a possibility?

Waterloo Waste Management Project: Susan B & Bob

· Incineration is currently off the table for Region – very expensive and possibly not enough to justify
· Diversion rate is abysmal in some areas – lower here than other comparable communities. Better rates with small changes such as only allowing clear bags and if filled with cans, not picking them up (Markham)

· Manufacture responsibility for cradle to grave

· Composting/green bin 
· Recent  Zero Waste legislation passed in Ontario
· Collection times are changing in Region. Miller Waste Systems is replacing WM in the Region. 

· How do we change thinking that nothing is “garbage”, everything is a resource?
Transportation Master Plan update: Don

· No washrooms at transit hubs – every amenity, but this
· 1 million dollars/10 years for Cambridge to get ready for LRT
· Overwhelming amount of info, but direction needed for our hopes and fears
· No continuity between bus system and LRT
· RTMP Review time is coming up shortly – Who’s leading it? When is it due? We have to get in early once we know timeline. When are they expected to report to council? 
· Includes roads, airport, LRT, public transit etc. 
· Are they meeting stated goals for reduced individual car transportation for eg.
· Are the cities doing their master transportation plans at the same time as lRegion?
· Complexities with regional vs city roads
· Concern about aging populations and connecting to malls eg.
· Charging stations for electric cars
· Connecting with carshare programmes
· Problems with driverless cars “obeying the rules” where drivers don’t and more rear end collisions
· Information session at Region to inform us about the plan; partner with TriTag for eg.
Biosolids: Bob B
· First meeting  goal over next 2 years, recommend what kind of facility, not where it will be

· Have brought in Quirks and Quarks’ Bob MacDonald for presentation video on line talking about poop, doing extensive outreach at public events to educate people
· Will arrive at a short list within 2 years, right now spread on land, 40% goes to landfill, 15% to Sudbury land reclamation
· Wastewater plants people on committee, we don’t want incineration  - 6 to 8 meetings over next few years

· 26 things people have identified as concerns – public health issues, noise, traffic, pharmaceuticals for eg. 

· They are open to meeting with enough people at Region to discuss
Other:  

· Natural garden at Region pulled out. How many complaints did it take for that to happen?
· Edible Trails Project in Waterloo Region to plant “fedges” (fence/hedges) of perennial, edible fruit/nut trees, fruit-bearing bushes/canes and pollinator-friendly native plants – ask Susan K for more info

· New whistleblower protection coming out that will pay whistleblowers for their work based on money saved – Lulu researching Panama Paper, oil investors, high level collusions  

Next Meeting: 
Proposed Fall dates: 

September Thursday Sept 15 

November Tuesday Nov 15 

