GREN meeting minutes March 3, 2016
Present – John J, Susan K(minutes), Bob B, Greg M, Anne M, Deb S, Don R 

Regrets: Temara, Deaun, Theo, Sandra, Kevin, Susan B
Meeting objective: to look at workplan, prioritize and discuss how to keep them moving along 

Greenbelt  
· Continue to pursue greenbelt expansion to Waterloo Region
· Deb and Kevin met and meeting with individual Regional Councillors and not seeing any interest except for Sue Foxton, who may be the one to take lead. Meeting still pending with Karen Redman. 

· Kevin met with Rob Horne – wait and see what province says 

· Four GREN members went to Aberfoyle people meet (about 70 people) who want Greenbelt 
· Questions: What acts will overlap or conflict? Places to Grow, Planning Act, Greenbelt, Aggregate Act – any conflicts? 

· Why do we want Greenbelt expanded here? See GREN website for Kevin’s presentation, but it would essentially provide extra layer of protection to sensitive areas. 

GRCA  
· Concerns - Operates in isolation, not very responsive, not strong leadership role, does not follow up – citizens not included in meetings when there is an issue we alert them to. eg even owner of property was not included in meetings. Not able to get hold of them on weekends for issues. Need for GRCA to be more proactive in cleanup etc. rather than speaking out and being proactive. GRCA have never recovered from Harris severe cutbacks.

· GREN needs to build a relationship – our interest is that they deal with whole watershed which is what we would like to be doing. 

· Deb – met with Helen Jowett, new GRCA chair – lots to learn, suggested that a GREN member should be on GRCA board, a year to lobby for it (end of 2016) – only one non-councillor on GRCA –Important that we keep conversation open with to prevent going down the wrong path. Jowett will be looking at them from financial perspective – possibly selling property. Genuine horror on her part with some of the issues raised. 
Waste Management

· Region looking at alternatives to landfill. Thermal treatment is their go-to. GREN goal to push better solutions. 
· John, Susan B and Bob taking lead for GREN with goal to share findings with rest of watershed. Public event possible. 
· Comparision - wastewater output is 25% below projected. Why are solid waste goals falling down?  Eg Tim Hortons will not be using china cups any more to reduce water usage, which increases papercup usage that has a very poor recycling record.
· CELA submission re Bill 151, Waste-Free Ontario Act looking for endorsers. GREN will be added to list. 

Regional Transportation Plan
· Don – cross-town bus is doing well. Taking buses to stay on top of it. No word yet when the Regional Master Transportation Plan is going to be looked at. Don will check Regional website for upcoming consultations. 

· High speed rail - Margaret Ave Bridge will be taken down.
Hidden Valley
· Sandra, John, Bob, Lulu and Greg to work on it. 
· Bob – feels like last chance, is it time to hire a fundraiser to get serious about buying the land? Is land for sale and, if so, how much? Need a concise presentation to approach foundations and people like the Conrads, with money. Crowd funding? 
· Hidden Valley Rd options came to EAC about 11 years ago. The latest version avoids the sensitive areas and takes about ½ acre that’s mostly phragmites. Road would include the only bike crossing of the river. 
· ATVs, powered bikes and phragmites are taking over. Need to block access. Need to determine after-use. Any land trust opportunities? Would city be under pressure to develop it into recreational use? Owners of big homes there –are more interested in this area as investment. Anne will contact to meet with Daphne. 
GREN Visibility

Re-send song bird movie notice from Daphne, movie possibilities, would like 2 public events. Possible Ignite Waterloo event for fall? fish-painting at drains? Suggestions of social event for spring. An evening with musician and speakers? 

ALUS
Indefinitely postponed 
Water taking

Bob talked to Libby from SavourWater, Nestle water taking permit issue in Elora -  would like GREN to provide support letter for now
Land Trusts

Kevin on committee, need some updates on meetings and progress. Greg is GREN’s rep. No public info out there about it. Chris Gosselin is chairing it. Greg will follow up. 
Biosolids

Bob applied to be on committee. Committee formed by mid-March.Only half a dozen meetings for the year. Excellent op-ed piece from scientists in Record recently. 
Aggregates

Lulu and Temara – monitoring the issue – not present – ongoing. Gravelwatch is the watchdog. 
How do we keep moving?

Leads have to follow through and follow up to stay on top of each issue. How do we take the offensive, rather than just defensive? 
Updates on Other Projects and Emerging Issues
Edible Waterloo Region 
Susan K working on project with friend for more community gardens, food forests, edible trails etc using permaculture practices. Check out https://www.incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk/
Chickens in Kitchener
Greg - meeting coming up to re-address the issue

Phragmites 
Greg - Phragmites council met today at UWaterloo. Worst invasive species. Have to use chemicals. Mechanical method no success yet. Roadsides etc. In Ukraine they used it for thatched roofs etc. Collect and ship it from Danube to rural English homes. Why not here??? (Susan K’s editorial comment) 
Next Meeting
Agree for GREN to meet every 2 months. Alternate between Tues. and Thurs. Next meeting beginning of May on Tues or Thurs. 
