GREN meeting Nov. 6, 2013
Chair: John Jackson
St. John’s, Kitchener

Agenda:

Neonicotinoid insecticides – Judy Martin, Sierra Club   
· Sierra spearheading coalition (Environmental Defense, Council of Canadians etal) to ban neonicotinoid insecticides

· Very toxic to bees, treated corn seed will kill a bird, banned in Europe this past spring, systemic in plant. PMRA current agricultural practices are unsustainable and affecting environment. Were supposed to do long term study, no long-term study, no studies on wild bees. 
· Decrease in insect eating birds because of loss of insects. (Susan K’s comments – the birds need to hang out in the summer at my place to eat more mosquitoes!) 
ACTION: GREN accepted request to join coalition. Judy will forward email with the action item. Deadline of Dec. 12 to comment. Sign Ontario Beekeepers Association’s petition and also read excellent Q & A on issue.
Yorklands Green Hub – Norah Chaloner 

· Former Guelph Correctional Centre was designed to be an exemplary correctional institution
· Want to create a self-sustaining education, demonstration and research hub (living lab) including REEP House www.yorklandsgreenhub.ca
ACTION: GREN accepted request to support and Norah will keep us informed of what she needs
GREN role in Better Choices for 2013 Municipal Election 

· Follow-up to Marc Xuereb’s appeal earlier to GREN to participate

· Broad themes: Addressing poverty, strengthening local economy, creating a liveable and sustainable community, building an open and inclusive government 

· Priorities:

Living wage, discretionary benefits, housing and homelessness, good jobs, buying local, positive labour relations, liveable and sustainable communities, citizen engagement, inclusion, diversity, healthy local food system, walkable neighbourhoods, intensification of the core area, water quality, protection of natural areas and agriculture, public spaces, traffic congestion, age-friendly design and planning, enhanced & accessible transit

· Better Choices has a gap on the executive for environmental reps and want John to join 
· Their initial information meetings attended by John Jackson, Jan Liggett and Susan Koswan

GREN suggested:

1) they reduce the over-representation of labour; they complied
2) meetings should be open 

3) decision-making should not be limited to majority of 12 member executive

GREN concerns:

1) still too labour-centred or union-bias; concern that labour-friendly candidates will trump eco-friendly 
GREN direction:

1) to influence the questions and decision making criteria 
2) determine our own role in making issues known and identifying environmentally-savvy candidates
3) focus and assist on candidates of our choosing
Things to keep in mind:

1) Municipal politicians are being groomed and cultivated for longer term goals such as MP
2) It’s important for GREN to be part of the “in-group” 

3) We need to focus on the ideas not the person, creating the culture and dialogue 

4) Canadian Labour Council is paying for Marc’s time on this
ACTION: To NOT be active working member, but to advise as needed. Send letter to Better Choices with our major environmental concerns

Provincial Review of Landuse Planning and OMB Role Kevin Thomason

· ROPP was challenged with OMB over-ruling seems to have been trigger for this review

· Raised huge attention from large environmental NGO’s 

· All parties pushing for reform

· Bill has passed 2nd reading to remove Toronto from OMB process - provisions for Waterloo etc. to opt out if desired
· Premier holding meetings across Ontario OMB planning systems review – unexpected this quickly

· Land Use Planning and Appeal System Consultation Document 2013 (link is on email John sent)

· This is addressing the larger issue of planning, NOT just OMB, how can local government be empowered to make good decisions

· 6 Meetings across Ontario

· Meeting in Subscribers Lounge in Kitchener Aud. Workshop – 4 sessions – overview, break out groups, discussion and wrap up 

· Developers pulling out all the stops to promote how well the OMB works
· Goals of workshops:

A – how can we achieve predictability, transparency and accountability 
B – how to support greater municipal leadership in land use decisions  
C – how to engage citizens in planning process
D – How to protect long-term public interest
ACTION: Written submissions by Jan. 10 – Susan K, John J, Greg and Kevin will work on it. 

· What are issues that go to OMB:
· Barriers for citizens to be engaged:

· need funding for citizens and NGO’s to intervene

· workshops always held during work time

· Would like boards online ahead of time 7 days in advance so citizens can read and be prepared for the consultations

· Public have the opportunity to attend at all points of process

· Presentation made to public answering questions for everyone 
· Planning dept rigs the system to get the decision they want (ie getting buy-in from affected people and then expanding consultation to larger group that they know will not support that decision

· Transparency and involvement of all concerned parties  

· Transparency of political donations

· Freedom of information – hugely expensive for citizens to get access to information

· Lack of coordination between individual ministries – need to be involved from beginning

· Discretionary powers at different levels of government for environmental assessment – lack of consolidated data and strict prohibitions on critical habitat

· Adequate staffing at provincial level for monitoring and reinforcement

· Grandfathered outdated zoning

· Need a halt to pre-emptive clear-cutting before final approvals 
· Any studies over 10 years need to be redone ie shelflife

· Some brakes on bad, unsustainable municipal decisions – municipalities approve deferring to OMB decisions

· Should not be allowed to “seed” meetings with staff that can be intimidating

· Restoration costs for remediation need to be included upfront
Hidden Valley Daphne 
· Not happy with change to River Rd extension 
Strasburg Rd – Yvonne 

· EA Nov. 18 will be supporting the preferred alternative which has been changed to a significant S curve – Region not happy, Yvonne still concerned about north section no proper EA, MNR has given no reason to not continue

Woolwich - Susan B –

· closed municipal well pump and treat well used by Chemtura – proposal from company to put in gas station near this well – this is now private well. Need to change zoning so they can’t put in station. Region did some due-diligence and approved because it is NOT municipal water supply and won’t ever be
Rogers Eco-Show The Green Scene - Susan K 
· 6 episodes on Rogers Community TV profiling local eco-heroes, making it easy for people to go green, green tips. Episodes will be tour of REEP House, Water, Energy, Waste, Arts Culture Crafts, Corporate Culture
Next meetings - to be determined
