GREN Meeting Minutes Sept. 12, 2013

Chair: John Jackson

Minutes: Susan Koswan

1. Waterloo Regional Government Appeal update & Conflict of Interest issue – any additional actions we want to take to support this? (Kevin & others) 

· OMB appeal progressing at Queen’s Park level with all 3 parties Frank Klees – introduce bill to limit OMB powers, NDP to bring in City of Toronto, ON Premier voiced desire to limit OMB power. 

· Kate Daley Smart Growth.org trying to ensure ROPP gets approved

· Population estimates – are they accurate? OMB over-ruled

· Land budgeting – issue of developers’ prime witness (Susan Schiller) coaching OMB on this – conflict of interest is issue that RoW is pursuing 

· Countryside Line – appeal won’t happen for at least a year

· Potential new legislation would be too late for RoW, but is a possibility

· Provincial election? Kevin & Kate meeting with all party candidates to ensure their commitment to OMB reform 
· No action required for GREN at this point, but everything can change quickly, so stay tuned for potential letter-writing campaign to local politicians and staff

· Lulu – meet with Catherine Fife – concerns about qualifications to be OMB panel

· Re North Dumphries gravel pit – OMB had environmentalist on panel; developers supported and then cried foul depending how the OMB was deciding. 
· Concern now that the Prov’l Divisional Courts understand little about planning, so it’s important to get the ROPP passed and then focus on OMB reform – no date set yet

2. Government announcement of review of Ontario Municipal Board – what process do we want to use to put together comments for OMB revision? (Kevin & others) 
· Greg has proposed that we do our research, organize a Sat. workshop/get-together with other groups that have had experience and have knowledge of OMB workings for GREN to develop our position. 

· Timing is a challenge for when we would have to submit. Expect a 30 – 60 day comment period.

· Concern that it will go under the radar. Agree we send letter to Province with our support of the OMB review, suggestions for who needs to be consulted and requesting notification of the next date. 

· Ontario Greenbelt Alliance would like to do this – Kevin will meet with them and request we would like to co-host.  

3. Municipal elections – 1st meetings on organizing around that are being held Sep 17 & 19 (John) 
· Further to our last meeting with Mark Xuereb from Better Choices for the next municipal election, looking for reps from GREN. This year they’re trying to broaden the groups that are doing this. Some concern that  endorsed candidates in previous elections were picked based on their support of unions (based on the survey which had a heavy union bias) 
· The meetings are geared to inform people how to get involved and they are trying to make it broadly inclusive with social activist
· Sept. 17 – Cambridge John J will try, Jan & Les will try and attend 
· Sept. 19 –at Rockway auditorium in Kitchener Susan K to go 
· Other work afoot in prep’n of the election Claudette Miller, Jane Brewer and Jean Haalboom may retire. Possibility of Ken Seiling retiring
4. June Water Symposium outcomes (Susan B, Bob B, John) 

· Good success. Bob Burtt played lead in pulling it together. Great roster of speakers. 
· Attended by about 65. Good turnout for a June Saturday. Good speakers. Strong message from Region that pipeline to Erie is on “permanent” hold. 

· Good “outside box” speakers, good examples of conservation inVegas, for eg. 

· Susan B – pro-conservation speaker, spoke after Region, felt her presentation was somewhat anti-climatic because they were saying the “radical” type of comments that we expect from us.

· Region expressed support of Carol Maas’ water conservation chart 
· GRCA not holding water forum this year which was a prime motivator for GREN to do it this year, (sidenote: Barb Veale quit GRCA) – future forums may be something else, not wanting to conflict with other GRCA
· Still issues of endocrine disruptors (Robert M) that aren’t being addressed and getting into our water system (through antibiotics, fire retardants, pesticides, wastewater going into river, biosolids) Robert is exploring with Region how to get rid of them through plasma gasification. This risk-averse attitude to dealing with these leading edge issues is inherent in the system. 
5. Line 9 Coalition (Eleanor) 

· Active local group No Line 9 Waterloo Region Waterloo of Montreal to Westover to oppose reversing pipeline to send bitumen 
· Sat. Sept. 14  1 -3 Working Centre Queen St. Commons, speakers regarding the pipeline

· Wed. Sept. 18 6 pm - rally at Regional Council 
· Fri. Sept. 27 – presentation at GRCA Board Meeting at GRCA headquarters on Clyde Rd. 

· Oct. 19 – Rally at Convention Centre 

· Oct. 16 – 19 hearing in Toronto Convention Centre Lulu will be address re inevitable rupturing, protection of First Nations - MNR have no jurisdiction on aboriginal lands
· Oct. 26 – larger effort still work in progress

· Site inspections are only every five years

· The plastic wrapped around pipes is eaten by a naturally occurring enzyme, especially at 30C. They need to use a type of plastic that isn’t susceptible to this type of bacteria. 

· Need shutoff valves near Nith and Grand Rivers to meet Navigable Waters Act

6. Discussion of issues GREN should work on between now and next summer
7. Other member updates. 
· Elmira update – excavation of Chemtura will voluntarily dig out 2 gravel pits on-site with huge quantities of dioxin and DDT’s slicing off top foot. But they need to go at least a meter to get what they need to get. No buildings, easy cleanup. Four levels of gov’t that know about it and still approving it. Bio-remediation is not an option because of the mix. 
· Forest Heights Pond behind Lanark Heights LTC Don R. 

· Don R. Trying to organize presentation to Community Services City of Kitchener, Frank Glue said rate of deterioration is turning pond into a lagoon – needs attention. Created in 1970’s when subdivision was built. Well-loved and used, but no support from councillor Bil Ionnidis. Send ideas and suggestions what to do to Don Roberts for his presentation to the committee to  jandonrob@gmail.com Leisure Guide has contact info for Neighbourhood Assoc. And Tony Maas who was instrumental in Victoria Park cleanup. 
· Potential Rogers Community “The Green Spot” show Susan K

· Deep geological repository re nuclear waste hearings are coming up in next few weeks for 4 weeks of hearings in Kincardine. Concern 6 of the 21 DGR sites are on the shores of Lake Huron. Want to make sure they don’t get their “foot in the door” to open the onslaught. Deep divisions in the communities. OPG donates heavily to local groups also. 
· Issues of speed limits on Roseville Rd. for protection of turtles

· LRT issues – need lots of positive letters

· Green Hub a work in progress. Lots of community action re other hubs (health, youth etc.)

· Ontario paying farmers to NOT produce more windpower when power isn’t needed. There are spikes in power requirements (hot days etc.) better to have wind turbines on or off as needed, rather than nuclear 

· Re LRT. Issue of multi-level automated parking. Germany already has them support from Ken Seiling. Where will they be located and how big? Money is issue, but their “footprint” is way smaller than our regular parking lots. 

GRCA had their parking lot paved in non-permeable surface. (boo!)

· Cambridge west side development – Barry’s Lake 
8. Next meeting: Wednesday November 6 Location TBD 
Note: Susan K has $40 membership fees from Jan Liggett and Les Kadar 

