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Green Book Proposal
Draft 1.0 ________________________________________________________________________

Introduction

Over the past year, there have been suggestions during several meetings among environmental activists and organizational representatives to create a database of the local environmental organizations and organizations that have the environment as part of their mission/vision. This online database could be called the Green Book. The Community, Environment, and Justice Research Group (CEJRG) under guidance of their community reference group has taken initiative to develop such a Green Book. This will be done in the context of a study exploring the existing environmental network in the region. 
Objectives

The objectives of the Green Book were developed at a recent meeting of the community reference group that advises the CEJRG and are as follows:

· To get the word out to those who do not know about local environmental organizations

· The creation of a long-term database (a living document that can be regularly updated) 

· A networking tool (finding common interests, building partnerships)

· An educational tool to learn about local environmental initiatives

· To develop pride in how many local environmental organizations there are

· A marketing tool to environmental funders

· A tool to identify gaps in service provision and resources

Audience
The CEJRG Community Reference Group imagined the following 4 main audiences for the Green Book:

· Local environmental organizations
· Community at large

· Academia
· Businesses

Organizations Included
The proposed Green Book could include the following types of organizations:

· Non-profit organizations

· Conservation Associations

· Provincial or national organizations with or without local chapters if their services affect Waterloo Region (e.g., the David Suzuki foundation)
· Private

Content
The following is a list of the main content as proposed by the CEJRG Community Reference Group. The proposed content will not apply to all possible organizations and organizations will also be free to choose which information can be published and which information they do not want to see published in the Green Book.

· Name

· Notice (important ongoing messages)

· Office phone

· Toll-free phone

· Fax


· Email

· Web site

· Address


· Location (intersection)

· Hours


· Languages of service

· Service description

· Eligibility for services

· Fees

· Opportunities for Volunteers
· Physical access

· Organization type (e.g., charitable, non-profit, etc.)

· Environmental Focus of Organization (e.g., water, waste, transportation, air, agriculture, energy, etc.) and subcategories

· Size of organization (small, medium, or large)
· Mission/Vision

Timeline

We propose the following schedule: 

· Data collection: December to January 2011
· First draft: February 2011

· Application for funding to create a easily searchable and user-friendly online database

Please provide feedback by Monday, November 1, to Felix Munger at mung1340@mylaurier.ca
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