GREN meeting minutes April 14, 2010

Chair: John Jackson

Minutes: Susan Koswan 

Good News Items:

· Cheque for $1,000 Planning Students Association from Waterloo fundraiser dance – for maintaining a natural sustainable environment (through David Wellhauser) 
· Sandra Lachance – used methods learned from Hidden Valley to help save Rockway Senior Centre

· Lulu - last of OMB process March 23 – bunk up for the birds – regional constraints allow greater restraints around bird breeding nests from May to Aug 15 not allowed to disturb or destroy breeding birds nest

· Wilmot Line - only emergency access –add roadway through golfcourse pending land release in 2012

· Columbia Rd ext. to be used until then
· Region will decide who the bird expert will be – assuming Lyle Friesen – concern is that they will look at historical sightings and not just base it on one walkthrough

· Robert Fleming – voted to carry through the wording Should the Region of Waterloo fluoridate your municipal water? Yes or No

· Haalboom and Millar voted against wording – wanted “drinking”  added

· Yvonne Fernandez – announced candidacy for Kitchener council – Open house on May 2 from 2 – 4 at her place - 52 Kilbirnie Court to ask questions to network, light refreshments, and donations 
· Robert Milligan – still working to make LRT more cost efficient 

· OMB turned down a gravel pit application St. Mary’s quarry in Flamborough- the same company that wants to open a quarry in Dufferin

Point of Information
Working Centre – cost $13/hr to have St. John’s Kitchen open for our meetings – will discuss donation to Working Centre
Break out into small groups

GREN exec pulled together criteria list to work from re issues – refer to handout 

Pipeline 
·  launching campaign second week of June  - World Earth Day 
·  pulling together fact sheet package – a few sheets summarizing against pipeline and in support of conservation – groundwater situation, Lake Erie health, energy costs, etc. 5 – 6 fact sheets going into depth with each of those issues

· Have lots of angles, need to synthesize and make presentable – positive issues

· Pipeline Lake Huron to London broke a few weeks ago – 20 years old – they want to twin the pipeline for future problems

Countryline ROP official plans
· on hold for tonight
Municipal Election 
· Past – surveyed emailed candidates
· Toronto – put out list of what we want from municipal councillors for the next 4 years

· Citizens for better government –set out rules to be endorsed by them

· How can we set the agenda?

· Is it risky to “impose” our agenda? 
· What sort of commitments can you make as a candidate, based on our criteria? How will you concretize, what tools do you have to make it happen? What are you doing now? 
· Report cards on incumbents. Call them out. 

· Recorded votes campaign 

· Waterloo Community Council – Voters support committee – they also try to make sure that no one is acclaimed 

· Need to partner with WPIRG, REEP, CREW – to organize candidates’ debates

· Public needs to know our expectations

· GREN expectations out by end of May supported by lots of op/ed pieces
· Candidate surveys should be out in August 1 

· Oct. 25 election

· Sept. 12 cutoff date to register as candidate

· Want candidates we don’t have to train

· Need to engage people – get voters to ask the questions. 

· What are the top 5 issues – the press can survey the public

· Have to educate the public on what the environmental issues are being affected during the election.
Air Quality

· 1 time releases of toxics

· Idling

· Cycle/pedestrian safety

· Transportation
· Illness caused by smog 

· Indoor air quality

· Coal fired plants

· Air quality in Kitchener Report from 2006 and 1 coming out in June City’s fleet has to be ISO 14000 standard (Hybrid) 
· Transportation is biggest issue

· Kuntz electroplating 
· What can be achieved that works, celebrate it and move on to next
· Reward businesses and industry that improves air quality- linked with tree planting – recognition Region pays for trees to be planted as a reward

· Work with RIM as a lynchpin company
· Mike Morris – Sustainable Waterloo – work with them somehow?

· University Avenue in Toronto will be removing 2 car lanes and putting in separate bike lanes

· Kitchener Biking Advisory group and pedestrian groups

· Diane Freeman is air quality engineer – consult with her?
· Join Ontario Clean Air Coalition- doing a great job and need to support them

· Get Air Quality index in newspaper 

· At University of Waterloo – Sloan 

· Region – allocates money, doesn’t do anything directly

· Public Health – priority of air quality - used to have Dave Roewade – reduce the juice – educate about walking to school
· Heart and Lung Association

· Region of Waterloo meetings are not televised – not archived when they do televise city council meetings

· Annual GRENNY Awards

· Naturalization awards

· Mother’s Day – buy a tree

Water Quality
· Need high profile water speaker to highlight our positive role in helping to educate about water; bring together retirees and students—people with time
· Have a GREN member at every Source Water Protection meeting

· Connect basin wide on pipeline issue—have a contact from each area up and down the river

· Use our pipeline lit. to get people interested in water issues in own communities

· Put together a good display

· Need specific focus such as pipeline or pharmaceuticals in water

Land Use

· Townhall meeting in Guelph to talk about aggregates

· Invite media – press release

· Larger GREN involvement
· NDAC – North  Dufferin Action Committee – “Save the Spud”

· Get Greenbelt Alliance involved 

· Get Al Murray from MNR to join us – and municipal politicians Gravel Watch

Lulu 

Agreed to give Lulu GREN letter of support for Canadian Environmental Law Association to look at her case re Moraine
Next meeting
· have speaker on quarry issues

· Where is Region on gravel issues?

· Next meeting location and date TBA
