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Ontario Winding Back
Changes to Official Plans

October 23, 2023
Municipal Affairs and Housing
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TORONTO — Today, Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing,

released the following statement: Media Contacts
“Since becoming Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, | have made it a Alexandru Cioban

priority to review past decisions, including minister's zoning orders and official Minister's Office

plans, to ensure that they support our goal of building at least 1.5 million homes Alexandru.Cioban@ontario.ca

in @ manner that maintains and reinforces public trust.
Communications Branch
In reviewing how decisions were made regarding official plans, it is now clear that MMA.media@ontario.ca

they failed to meet this test. In response, as soon as | am able, | will be

introducing legislation that would reverse the official plan decisions for Barrie,
Belleville, Guelph, Hamilton, Ottawa and the City of Peterborough, the Regional
Municipalities of Halton, Niagara, Peel, Waterloo and York, as well as Wellington
County. This legislation would wind back provincial changes to official plans and
official plan amendments, except.in circumstances where construction has begun
or where doing so would contravene existing provincial legislation and regulation.
This includes winding back changes to urban boundaries.

To ensure that the reset plans match our shared ambitions to build more homes,
especially now that municipalities have made their housing pledges, we will be
asking impacted municipalities to submit changes and updates to those plans to
ministry staff within 45 days of today, including information on projects that are
already underway.

In recognition of the costs incurred by municipalities arising out of this decision,
the province will work with impacted municipalities to assist with related planning
and staffing costs.”
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