
Ottawa
September26th,2023

To:NickStavronoulos

OfficeoftheAuditorGeneralofOntaric

20DundasStreetWest,Suite1530
Toronto.Ontaric

M5G2C2

DavidWake
OfticeoftheIntegritycommissionerofOntario

2BloorStreetWest,Suite2100
Toronto.ON

ViaSE

CC:TheHonourablePaulCalandra
MinisterofMunicipalAffairsandHousing
Bayst.l/thrioor

Toronto.ON

M7A2J3

DearAuditorGenerastavropoulosandintegritvcommissionerWake

Ottawanswatchedwithinterestasvourofficesconcludedtheirrecentrespectiveinvestigationsrelatedtothe

provinciallydirectedremovaloflandsfromtheGreenbeltintheGreaterTorontoandHamiltonArea(GTHA).The
resultantfindingshaveledustoquestionwhethersimilardynamicswereatplayintheprovinciallydirectedurban

boundarveypansioninOttawainNovemberof2022

The654-hectareurbanexpansionlandsaddedtoOttawa'surbanboundarybytheprovincehadbeenpreviously
reviewedandevaluatedovOttawacitystaff.Mostoftheselandsscoredpoorlyinrespecttothecriteriathat

includedproximitytotransit,sewageandwaterinfrastructure,andtheprotectionoffarmland.Whileincreasing

housingsupplywastheprimaryobjectiveofthecity-ledurbanboundaryexpansionin2020,Ottawaplanners

demonstratedthroughtheiranalysisthatthe654hectaresaddedbytheprovincetoOttawa'surbanboundary
werenotneededtomeetthetargetofhomestobebuiltinOttawa.Theywouldalsobeextraordinarilycostlyto
residentsorOttawa.ThisismirroredinthespecialreportonchangestothegreenbeltinthegTHAwhichalsc

concludedthat"thattherewassufficientlandforthetargetof.homestobebuiltwithouttheprovincial

removalorGreenbeltlands.

Generally,therehasbeenalackoftransparencyandaccountabilityfortherationalebehindtheprovinciallvled

expansioninOttawa.AuditorGeneralStravropoulos.vourpredecessorfoundtheprocessintheGTHAtobe

similarlywanting.She"foundthathowthelandsiteswereselectedbytheprovince]wasnottransparent,fair

objective,orfullyinformed."TheSpecialReportonChangestotheGreenbeltalsoconcludedthat"fair,
transparentandrespectfulconsultationwiththepeopleofOntariodidnottakeplace."Thiscontrastswitha

municipalprocessthatpresentedthreeoptionsforconsultationinadvanceoftheexpansionin2020with
opportunitiesforpublicinput.ResidentsofOttawadeserveasavonadecisionthatwillcostthembillionsof

dollarsintaxestosupportdispersedinfrastructureinthevearstocome

Ottawanshavevettoseeanadequateexplanationfromtheprovinceastowhytheworkoflocaland-useplanning

officialswasdismissedbythisprovincialdecision.IntegrityCommissionerWake,yourinvestigationintothe
conductoftheMinisterofHousingandMunicipaAttairsconcludedthattheMinistry.undertheMinisterswatch.

alertedsomedevelopers"toapotentialchangeinthegovernment'spositionontheGreenbeltwiththeresultthat

theirprivateinterestswerefurtheredimproperly."Thisinvestigationwaspursuedaftercomplaintswerefiledby

oppositionmembersatQueen'sParkfollowingmediareportssuggestingthatsomeprominentdeveloperswhoare
Progressiveconservativedonorswerebenefitingfromtheprovinceslandsiteselections

Ottawa
HereinOttawa,therehasbeensimilarreportingonaparticularlotintheexpansionlandsaddedbytheprovince:a
farmonWattersRoadthatwasnotevencontemplatedfordevelopmentbythecityduetotheprovince'sown
policiesonprotectingfarmland.Thisreportingrevealedthatthisfarmhadbeenpurchasedbyanewly
incorporatedlimitedliabilitycompany1177WattersDevelopmentstd)afterthemunicipalityhadapproveda

newurbanboundarythatdidnotincludeit,butbeforetheprovincereversedthatdecision.Allfivedirectorsof
1177WattersDevelopmentstdaredonorstotheProgressiveconservativePartyofOntario.

Wearerequestingthatyourrespectiveofficesalsoinvestigatethedecision-makingthatledtotheprovincial
decisiontounilaterallyaddlandsitestoOttawa'surbanboundary.Thisdecisionwasmadewithoutconsultationo

explanationandwasatodaswiththerecommendacionsorlocanland-useplanningomicials.Thepeopleofottawa

deservetransparencyandaccountabilitv.

sincerelv.
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