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The Buzz Besadny Award for Fostering Great Lakes Partnerships
· This afternoon it is my pleasure to present the C.D. “Buzz” Besadny Award for Fostering Great Lakes Partnerships to John Jackson, a man who has spent his career working across borders to improve the Great Lakes! 

· John is the very definition of a bi-national Great Lakes citizen activist.  He has an unparalleled passion for the Great Lakes and a remarkable ability to influence Great Lakes policy.  
· For many years, John’s work was realized through his service through Great Lakes United (or GLU), the basin’s only bi-national environmental organization.  Through GLU, he brought attention to a diversity of interests throughout the region, helped focus a message, and then directed the preferred policy response to the right people.

· In his aptly titled article “Great Lakes United”, published in 2013, John described GLU as an international coalition of over 140 groups with some 100,000 diverse individuals, all working to protect the basin’s health and beauty.  It was through John’s efforts that Great Lakes United successfully promoted, coordinated, supported, and, yes, united these diverse and competing interests.  
· GLU, indeed, was aptly named, and John can only be called the super glue that held GLU together.  

· Although GLU no longer exists, John’s legacy of cross-border cooperation lives on!

· John is probably best known for his decades of work to promote the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.
· He was appointed by Joe Clark (then Canada’s Secretary of State for External Affairs) to be the official observer to the 1987 negotiation on the agreement,

· He increased public and stakeholder engagement in the implementation of the agreement, and,

· He insisted on strong NGO involvement in the agreement’s implementation.

· John’s public service extends well beyond Great Lakes United and the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement; he has served on numerous committees such as: 

· OMNR’s Great Lakes Charter Annex Advisory Panel;
· Environment Canada’s Great Lakes Advisory Committee;

· International Joint Commission’s Great Lakes Bi-national Toxics Strategy Progress Review Work Group;

· Advisory Committee to Health Canada’s Great Lakes Health Effects Program;

· St. Clair River Bi-national Public Advisory Council;

· Just to name a few.

· John has also done outstanding work to link fisheries and environmental quality.  He was appointed to the Canadian Committee of Advisors more than a decade ago and has used his position to remind our community about environmental objectives and to remind the environmental community about fish objectives.  He has remarked on many occasions that the fishery community possesses a wealth of great information that needs to be shared.  He continues to do an outstanding job chairing the committee of advisors.

· John’s contributions and dedication to the health of the Great Lakes is clearly born from his love of them.  His energy and dedication are relentless and infectious.  It is my pleasure to recognize John’s decades of work by presenting him with the C.D. “Buzz” Besadny Award for Fostering Great Lakes Partnerships.
