NOMINATION FOR THE KWFN CONSERVATION AWARD 2014
KEVIN THOMASON


Kevin Thomason has been a driving force for the environmental movement in the Region of Waterloo for more than twenty years.

His love for and appreciation of the natural world was evident at the age of five when he joined the Boy Scouts of Canada. At 19, his involvement and passion earned him the Duke of Edinburgh's Award that was presented to him by Prince Philip; an award that is given to those "citizens who give back to their community and strive to be the best that they can possibly be". For the next 35 years, he continued his involvement with the scouting movement. These activities included bringing groups of cub scouts to his home on Sunfish Lake, and while there encouraging them to explore and appreciate nature. He recently stepped down from his position with the Boy Scouts of Canada to concentrate on local/provincial/national/international environmental issues.

Kevin’s activism for the environment has been apparent throughout his term as President of the Sunfish Lake Association from 2000-2013.  He has worked tirelessly with the Sunfish Lake residents and outlying communities promoting better stewardship and protection of the Laurel Creek Headwaters including this very rare meromictic lake.  He has spent countless hours sharing his experiences and encouraging other environmental groups throughout his term as President; and continues to serve as Past President representing the Sunfish Lake Association at environmental forums and political arenas.


In 2004 Kevin (as part of His Sunfish Lake responsibilities) played a key role in the regional efforts to promote a greenbelt plan for the Region of Waterloo. He left his fulltime employment with Quarry Integrated Communications to concentrate his efforts on persuading city and regional councilors, and citizens at large, to embrace the concept of a greenbelt plan. He put his well-hewn expertise in Marketing and Communications to work, attending many, many meetings, speaking at community and business gatherings, persisting in the face of powerful, organized opposition until the Regional Council on behalf of its citizens approved the countryside line concept and the Environmentally Sensitive Landscapes designation, thereby preserving local farm land and preserving specific geographic areas in their natural state. 


In 2005 Kevin, along with Region of Waterloo staff, proposed to the provincial authorities at Queen's Park that the Region of Waterloo be included in the Provincial Greenbelt Plan. He now sits on the Steering Committee for the Greenbelt Alliance, an organization coordinated by Environmental Defense that remains committed to the protection and expansion of Ontario's Greenbelt. His strength is in his ability to engage with people of diverse interests, to bring them together to share their points of view and learn about and from one another. This has been key to his successes in his promotion of a healthy environment in the Region of Waterloo. 

Since 2008 he has been active in organizing and promoting support for the Region of Waterloo's Light Rail Transit system, an essential component in curbing urban sprawl and thus protecting our rural landscapes and our green spaces. Again his ability to bring various constituent groups together, and to enable sharing of their differing views, has been instrumental in achieving mutually acceptable decisions. Thus we have the beginnings of the building of a modern state of the art light rail system in our region. Kevin envisions the future from a growth and environmental point of view. He gathers current information, knowledge and best available predictions of growth and development for the region and applies this in working with the various interest groups. 


In 2012 he became Vice-Chair of the Grand River Environmental Network, an umbrella group of local activists involved in making representations on various environmental issues along the Grand River (pesticides, aggregate mining, air quality, ESLs, etc.).

In 2013 Kevin co-founded "Smart Growth Waterloo", an organization that has brought to the general public and members of parliament an awareness of environmental issues related to sustainable growth. He is actively supporting and promoting the Region of Waterloo's right, based on the support of its citizens, to determine land use planning in the face of the considerable pressure placed on the Region to develop protected lands by a recent decision made by the Ontario Municipal Board. This group organized a Panel Discussion for citizens of the Region of Waterloo to discuss "Smart Growth". Kevin made a powerful presentation as a member of that panel. In the Waterloo Region Record of December 6th Brent Davis reporter says, "The Group's vision involves intensifying urban areas without sacrificing farms."


Kevin is the current Vice President of the Board of Ontario Nature so his influence is being felt at the provincial level as well as locally. He is a great believer in the power of Social Media. He has encouraged Ontario Nature's staff to reach out to youth through effective use of social media. We heard at the October regional meeting of ON that these efforts are ongoing and being well received by our provincial youth.
He is also the Secretary on the Board of Directors with Youth Challenge International and has travelled extensively in his work with volunteers in third world countries, bringing those experiences back to this area and speaking on third world environmental and social challenges to local groups.

 
There is no question that Kevin Thomason has a passion for nature and a profound commitment to the preservation of a healthy environment at the regional level, at the provincial level and beyond. Phrases used to describe Kevin — "actively connects people together"; "a builder"; "proactively speaks to different people"; "a listener"; "full of ideas and tosses them out".  His energy, his communication skills, his respect for people of diverse opinions - all these characteristics have contributed to his many achievements in improving and conserving our environment in the Region of Waterloo.


We nominate Kevin Thomason for the KWFN Conservation Award in the year 2014.
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