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Posted May 15, 2012

Hidden Valley and LEAF Fund Review

The City of Kitchener has determined that Compass Kitchener, a citizen advisory group appointed by council, will lead the LEAF Fund Review.  The public consultation process will take place between May 15 and June 25, 2012.  Compass Kitchener will analyze the data obtained and report to City Council in September.

Information regarding the LEAF Fund Review and the related public consultation process is now available.  Use of all or some of the 3.4 million dollars in the fund for the purchase lands in Hidden Valley is one of the alternatives under consideration.
For more information regarding all of the alternatives and the public consultation process please go to our Conservation Page.
Conservation Page

Posted May 15, 2012

Hidden Valley and LEAF Fund Review

The City of Kitchener has given Compass Kitchener, an advisory group to City Council, the responsibility to gather public input and make recommendations to council as to how these funds should be allocated.
The Leaf Fund contains 3.4 million dollars.

Compass Kitchener is comprised of 11 citizens of Kitchener, from various backgrounds, appointed by City Council.  Theron Kramer is the chair of Compass Kitchener.
During the public consultation process (May 15 – June 25) Compass Kitchener will seek feedback from the community on which options(s) is/are most viable.
Currently four alternatives are open for consideration:
-
Proceed with the LEAF program based on its approved mandate;

-
Allocate all or some of the remaining funds toward the city’s efforts to address the effects of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) on local trees;
-
Allocate all or some of the remaining funds toward several unfunded parks and trails projects;

-
Allocate all or some of the remaining funds toward purchasing lands in the Hidden Valley community.

During the consultation process other alternatives may be identified.
An overview of the LEAF Program Review is available on the City of Kitcherner’s website at 
http://www.kitchener.ca/en/insidecityhall/LEAF_Program_Review.asp
This information may also be accessed as follows:
www.kitchener.ca
A-Z Services

Advisory Committees

LEAF Program Review (left side bar)

This site provides background information about the alternatives listed above.

Public meetings are scheduled as follows.

Saturday, June 9, 2012, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.,
Stanley Park Community Centre, 500 Franklin St. N. (Franklin & Ottawa St. N.)

Tuesday, June 12, 2012, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.,
Kitchener Farmers Market, King St. E. (between Eby St. and Cedar St.)
Each meeting will include:

-
a brief overview of the background information available on the city’s website,

-
small group (6-8 people) discussion guided by a list of questions (provided),

-
completion of a chart that lets each participant indicate how he/she would prefer the funds be allocated,

-
a survey question that permits each participant to indicate why his/her choices are important to him/her and why they should be important to council,
-
a survey question that permits each participant to indicate why any or all of the alternatives should not be considered for funding.
Compass Kitchener will also gather public input via an online survey that can be accessed via the website given above.
Other alternatives raised during the consultation process will be considered at the discretion of Compass Kitchener.

Over the summer Compass Kitchener will analyze the data acquired via the public meetings and the online survey.  One or more recommendations will be prepared.  The advisory group will report to council in September.

