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Free Forum on Local Environment Issues June 25th
The first in a series of Environmental Discussion Forums will be held at Trinity United Church in Shelburne on Friday June 25th, at 7pm. The evening has been planned to facilitate the need for discussion and exchange of ideas on current environmental and planning issues facing area residents.

Speakers at the first Forum will include Ralph Armstrong whose family has farmed in Melancthon for six generations, and his wife Mary Lynne who recently retired after serving Shelburne for 20 years as Head Librarian at The Shelburne Public Library. Ralph will explain his concerns for the unique Honeywood Silt Loam Soil which is threatened by proposed plans for a massive open pit aggregate mine in Melancthon. Mary Lynne will speak about the loss of community due to land acquisition and homestead demolition.

Carl Cossack a member of the North Dufferin Agricultural and Community Taskforce (NDACT) will speak about the growing apprehension for the water levels and the threat to the purity of the Headwaters should Highland Companies be successful in their bid for a license to excavate 2400 acres, 200 feet deep into this vital freshwater supply. 

Trent University Biology Major, Joan Lever, has done extensive research into Melancthon’s fresh water formations, the effects of wind turbines, as well as the emissions from garbage gasification plants such as the proposed Dufferin Eco Energy Park (DEEP) at Luther Marsh. Lever will address the need for public input into Melancthon’s Official Plan. The Official Plan, currently under review, is a long term planning policy that establishes land uses and planning objectives for the Township and is a guide to Council when assessing development proposals. This would include, among other things, wind turbines, mining, and infrastructure projects.
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Marni Walsh and Ruth Cruikshank, members of the Trinity United Church will address the public’s “desire to be informed” and encourage residents to speak to politicians about their concerns, both locally and globally. Ruth Cruikshank is also a member of “Kairos”, an ecumenical environmental and social justice organization long supported by the United Church.

It is the aim of this series of forums to give area citizens the opportunity to come together in a relaxed atmosphere, become informed, and share ideas for better solutions to the growing threats to local health and environment.

The evening will begin with the entertaining and eye-opening, short documentary “The Story of Stuff” by activist Annie Leonard. The award winning, 20 minute film describes our “culture of consumerism” and examines the consumer supply chain from the source to the dump. An open question period will be held following the speakers. Coffee and a light snack will be served.

Rev. Edward Bellsmith of Trinity United Church will speak from his recent essay “Love the Earth, Not the World” in which he begs the question: “If we do not take the lead in speaking for a better way… who will?”

The Discussion Forum is free and everyone is welcome to attend on June 25th from 7pm- 9pm. Trinity United Church is located at 200 Owen Sound Street in Shelburne. 
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