GREN Meeting Minutes May 20, 2010
Chair:  Susan B.

Minutes: Susan K

Yvonne’s Campaign – Ward 4 Kitchener

· Bob McColl- Yvonne’s campaign manager wants names and addresses for door-knocking for GREN family and friends who live in Ward 4 Kitchener. Send to rdm@rmccoll.com or  
· Ward 4 – Huron Rd x Strasburg x New Dundee to 401 behind Conestoga College, includes Doon, Upper Doon, Wildwoods 
· single issue candidates never get elected 

Jan Liggett’s Campaign - Ward 4 Cambridge 
· downtown Galt Concession St. River on west, Dunbar Rd on North to Elgin St. 
· running against 3 term Ben Tucci 

Setting the Election Agenda
· Brainstorming to create public document to show what GREN wants/expects from candidates

Waterloo Region – Sustainable and Resilient for 2010 and Beyond 
The goal of the Grand River Environmental Network is to improve ecosystem and, thereby, human health in the Grand River watershed. To that end, GREN members have created this guideline for prospective candidates in the 2010 Municipal Election. Good public policy, now more than ever, must include every effort to protect our water, air and land, for current and future generations.

Protection of Countryside Line and Farmland

Waterloo Region has extensive agricultural land – family farms especially – that must be protected, in perpetuity, from urban encroachment and greenfield development. Through building and supporting a system of local, organic and urban agriculture, we:

· reduce our carbon footprint
· support the livelihood of our rural neighbours

· make local and fresh food available to our less fortunate neighbours

· reduce crime
· build community and self-esteem 
Transportation 

Transportation, after power generation, is the worst air polluter. Although it is difficult to match the flexibility and freedom of individual car use; without a fully-connected active transportation trail system and public transportation system, it will be impossible. 

The proposed combined LRT/BRT will, no doubt, intensify urban development, but without a comprehensive connecting bus system, it is unlikely to replace private car use. GREN recommends a public transportation system that:
· is affordable
· is user-friendly 
· is energy-efficient
· combats urban sprawl by vertically building up our urban core 
· includes Cambridge
· encourages mixed use nodes

· is supported by stacked parking replacing single-level parking lots
· goes to industrial areas and coordinates with start/quitting times
To encourage walking and biking, we suggest:

· pedestrian and bike friendly public bike-rentals
· off-road bike transit trails that are cleaned in the winter

· multi-use trails that provide safe transit for bikes and pedestrians 
· trails should be on periphery of woods and connected without gaps

· acknowledging difference between recreational trails vs commuter bike lanes 
Water

The proposed water pipeline to Lake Erie, for many reasons, must never happen. Instead, make a strong commitment to implementing water conservation measures (low-flow appliances, rainwater harvesting, water recycling). With well-planned conservation initiatives spread over decades, Waterloo Region can continue to thrive on local water rather than building a billion-dollar water pipeline from Lake Erie. 

We must never forget that we are all upstream or downstream from others and our activities have an impact on neighbouring communities in the watershed. We need to:

· upgrade treatment plants to prevent stormwater from overpowering sewage system that can cause sewage spills
· oppose water taking for use as bottled water
· oppose development on high water recharge areas
· promote eco-friendly salt substitutes
· replace/reduce road salt usage (see Calgary)

· study the viability of salt-free, salt-reduced water softener (state of California – from Lulu) require low-flow toilets
· stop artificial water fluoridation 
· explore new public/private partnerships. For example, can industry pay Region to maintain and clean water?

Planning 

Exemplary international models already exist, like Okotoks, Alberta that priorizes environment and water before engineering etc. All projects should result in the improvement of the environment. 
Other concerns and our recommendations:

· the Environmental Advisory Committees lack communication and cooperation, which should be remedied. 

· the Regional Director has authority to approve items that don’t go to council. The Regional council should approve all planning decisions – i.e. proposal for subdivisions 

· need to activate Regional Environment Committee and refer all issues with environmental implications 

· specific checklist needs to be created for business in Waterloo Region to help eliminate OMB’s, standardized high-level testing 

· no grandfathering

· enforcement of existing regulations over pre-existing grandfathered regulations 

· need a vision for how we’re going to grow. Make sure infill is done smartly. 
· challenge Need for Growth – Guelph challenged provincial numbers and got them reduced 

· how is planning going to maintain diversity of neighbourhood – shopping, living – social planning

· need councilors who can step up and tell staff that they need to come to them and say how to make it happen, built and natural environment
· need to maintain the character (i.e. old buildings, architecture) each proposal elevate the livability of the community

· know the difference between General Progress Indicators vs Gross Domestic Progress –– should incorporate Genuine progress indicators in all decision making 

· make sure staff procure their own objective “experts” rather than relying on those from developers 

Air Quality
Although the Region’s abysmal air quality is due, in part, to the migration of U.S. pollution, there is much we can do.
· meet public transportation and tree cover targets 
· trees need to include all sizes – i.e. Cambridge’s list of replacement trees needs to be bigger
· all municipal properties and buildings aim to be green-powered
· need to plant trees on parking lots
· need Region to purchase more green space to preserve it and control what happens there
· introduce Right to Know Bylaw (Toronto) to make public location of toxic industrial chemicals 
· all Regional vehicles be upgraded to most efficient ISO 14000
· all school buses need to be upgraded or ideally eliminated by creating diverse, walkable neighbourhoods that support schools, or blended into public transportation system

· consider fenced in bike racks in view of school offices
· introduce and enforce idling bylaws near schools 
Urban tree cover 
· set target of 30% 

Water Fluoridation

· City Waterloo – stop water fluoridation

Updates

· Note read by Deb. S from Kevin Curtis – province accepted ROPP in general – goes to Regional Planning and Works Tues. June 22  and Wed. June 30 to council

· Lulu - Closure of coal-burning generators unless absolutely needed endorsed by Kitchener Council – want GREN endorsed letter to get Cambridge, Waterloo 
· Cambridge – concerns about council spending  9 million for Drayton Theatre to come to town – Should Jan support? Need to focus on the secondary industry and decide if it is contributing to the community at large. It is privately owned so generally agreed it’s not a good use of public money. 
Next GREN meeting

Townhall on  Growth, Gravel and Groundwater!    June 3rd 7p.m. 

            Council of Canadians- Guelph Chapter is hosting a panel discussion 
            at Harcourt Memorial United Church, 87 Dean Ave, Guelph, ON  
            on   Thursday, June 3rd at 7pm   (right in the middle of Canadian Environment Week). 


Expert panelists will discuss the impact of quarries, pipelines, roads and new-builds on our future sustainability within the city and Grand River watershed. 
Are there problems ahead for us?  Food security?  Water Security?  Can plans be altered? 

  8,000 acres of prime farmland at the top of our watershed is being removed for  a 2400 acre quarry 200 ft deep for export of the limestone bedrock from Shelburne to Owen Sound and then across the Great lakes to the west and south?    
Ever increasing demand for gravel, limestone and concrete for more and bigger roads and new-builds is taking precedence over our prime agricultural soil and capacity to grow much of our food within the '100 mile diet' .
    
In full support of 'buy local' initiatives, protection of our Grand River watershed and preservation of prime agricultural land we will discuss the threats and possibilities for modifications to existing land use practices. Panelists are confirmed from:


 1.  GravelWatchOntario ( www.gravelwatch.org ) representing two activist groups who          have won OMB hearings in their opposition to aggregate companies.   

FORCE   -     Friends of Rural Communities and the Environment 
 and  CARRA  -     Cranberry Area Ratepayers and Residents Association 


  2. Grand River Environmental  Network 

on the proposed Grand River water pipeline to Lake Erie .    www.gren.ca
Guelph Water Supply Master Plan states that "a final decision be reached by 2010 as the Great Lakes Supply discussion  moves forward."       www.guelph.ca                                                                   The Region of Waterloo (with potential partners in 5 other municipalities and 2 First Nations south of Waterloo Region) hopes to build a pipeline from Lake Erie by 2041.                                  GREN proposes water protection, conservation and efficiencies instead.


 3. North Dufferin Agriculture and Community Taskforce  opposing the giant quarry above Luther Marsh, at the top of Grand River headwaters.   (www.ndact.com)
will be a Q&A session for other growth concerns as well.  

For Information:   nrchaloner@hotmail.com
519-823-9601 www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Council-of-Canadians-GuelChapter/267838604455?ref=ts

