GREN meeting May 20, 2010
Bob McColl- Yvonne’s campaign manager – who lives in ward  to give to Bob or Yvonne so they can go door-knocking Ward 4 – Huron Rd Strasburg New Dundee to 401 behind Conestoga College, Doon, Upper Doon, Wildwoods – need names and addresses, single issue candidates never get elected 

Jan Liggett – is running Ward 4 in Cambridge – downtown Galt Concesison St. River on west, Dunbar Rd on North to Elgin St. – against 3 term Ben Tucci 

Setting the Agenda
Region

Protection of countryside line and farmland

Transportation 

Affordable, get people out of their cars, use-friendly, energy-efficient, intensify effectively, include Cambridge, combat urban sprawl by building up vertical urban core, encourages mixed used nodes, need stacked parking- removal of massive groundfloor parking lots
Pedestrian and bike friendly public bike-rentals, off-road bike transit trails that are cleaned in the winter  - multi-use trails that provide safe transit for bikes and pedestrians – have to put trails on periphery of woods – connect them so there are no gaps

Acknowledge difference between recreational trails vs bike lanes to ensure 
Invest in public transportation to industrial areas and coordinate with start/quitting times

Water

Water conservation ( from sheets ) – no pipeline, whatever we do here affects everyone downstream, upgrade treatment plants to prevent stormwater from overpowering sewage system that can cause sewage spills, oppose water taking for use as bottled water, oppose development on high water recharge areas, promote eco-friendly salt substitutes, see Calgary whether they salt their roads,  Study the viability of salt-free, salt-reduced water softener (state of California – from Lulu), require low-flow toilets, stop any water fluoridation because of environmental impact – Waterloo artificial fluoridation is also being consumed in bordering Kitchener
Planning 

Regional Director has authority to approve items that don’t go to council – need Region to approve all planning decisions – i.e. proposal for subdivisions 

Want cooperation between EACS – Regional and city/township
Okotoks role model for planning – environment and water issues first, engineering after and everything after any project should result in improvement of the environment

Need to activate their environment committee – EAC is limited to developments next to environmentally sensitive areas – anything with environmental implications should be referred to environment committee 

– specific checklist needs to be created for business in Waterloo Region to help eliminate OMB’s, standardized high-level testing, 

no grandfathering

enforcement of existing regulations over pre-existing grandfathered regulations 

it sucks
Need a vision for how we’re going to grow. Make sure infill is done smartly. Challenge Need for Growth – Guelph challenged provincial numbers and got them reduced 

How is planning going to maintain diversity of neighbourhood – shopping, living – social planning

Need councilors who can step up and tell staff that they need to come to them and say how to make it happen, built and natural environment
We need to maintain the character (i.e. old buildings, architecture) each proposal elevate the livability of the community

Air Quality

Meet public transportation and tree cover targets to improve air, trees need to include all sizes – i.e. 
Cambridge has list of replacement trees that need to be bigger, all municipal properties and buildings aim to be green-powered, need to plant trees on parking lots, need Region to purchase more green space to preserve it and control what happens there. Can industry pay Region to maintain and clean water.  Right to Know Bylaw (Toronto) to make toxic chemicals more
General Progress Indicators vs Gross Domestic Progress – do you understand the difference – should incorporate Genuine progress indicators in all decision making 
Make sure staff get out to get our own objective people rather than developers getting their own experts

All Regional vehicles be upgraded to most efficient ISO 14000
All school buses need to be upgraded – fenced in bike racks in view of office

Idling bylaws near schools – need diverse neighbourhoods to support all schools, need to eliminate school bussing to help 

Need to blend bus service for public and students 

Little or no cooperation between Cambridge (CEAC) – it means that Regional EAC cannot look at it

MoE says that the Region is responsible for planning matters 

Urban tree cover – move to goal of 30% 

City Waterloo – stop water fluoridation

Kitchener

Stormwater management – 

Note read by Deb. S from Kevin Curtis – province accepted ROPP in general – goes to Regional Planning and Works June 22  and Wed. June 30 to council

Closure of coal-burning generators unless absolutely needed – want GREN endorsed letter to get Cambridge, Waterloo – Kitchener has already endorsed it

Cambridge – concerns about council spending 9 million for Drayton Theatre to come to town – 

Should she support? Need to focus on the secondary industry but, is it attracting the community at large? Since it’s privately owned, it’s not a good use of public money. 
Thursday June 3 for next meeting gravel meeting 

