
March 21, 2010 
 
Louisette Lanteigne 
700 Star Flower Ave. 
Waterloo, Ontario 
N2V 2L2 
 
 
In regards to OMB case # PL091182 regarding the West Side Lands in the City of Waterloo 
 
OMB case PL091182 is following a previous OMB process, case PL071044. There are issues 
regarding failure to comply to the board order which I would like to raise with all parties. It is 
imperative that these issues be addressed prior to the finalization of draft plan approvals for the 
West Side Lands properties.   
 

I have divided the topics into the following five categories: 
 

1. Current Draft Plans of Subdivision for Vista Hills 
2. Grading and Water Augmentations Prior to OMB Mandated Studies 
3. Permits that allowed Greyerbiehl to be Augmented 
4. Tree Removal in ESPA 19 
5. Conclusion 

 
 

Current Draft Plans of Subdivision for Vista Hills 
 
Currently the draft plan of subdivision for Vista Hills to be used for the upcoming OMB process for 
appeal PL091182, as provided to me by City of Waterloo planner Joel Cotter by email on 
February 25, 2009 appears to lack regard to the previous OMB ruling for PL071044 regarding 
these same properties.  
 
OMB case PL071044, Exhibit 8, Expert Minutes regarding Amphibians section 2, it states the 
following passage.  
 

 

        
Technical Water Experts Minutes, Exhibit 9 addressed the need to protect pond W-12 in Item #1.  



 
 
Here is the delineation of the capture zone as created by my senior hydrologist, Stan Denhoed, in 
his affidavit used at the experts’ meeting for the previous OMB appeal PL071044. 
 

 



 
 
 
The OMB ruling for the previous OMB appeal PL071044 dated, December 18, 2008 states on 
page 7, fourth paragraph:   
 

 

 
 
 
The OMB ruling for PL071044 stated the conditions referenced in Exhibits 8 and 9 are acceptable 
and will stand.  
 



With over a year since the OMB ruling for PL071044, the current draft plan for Vista Hills remains 
unchanged. The draft plans being used for OMB hearing PL091182 still reflect a situation of 
adverse environmental impact as defined in the Regional Official Planning Policies Plan, and as 
prohibited by policy 4.3.15.  
 
This matter will need to be resolved. 
 
 

Grading and Water Augmentations Prior to OMB Mandated Studies 
 
I observe in the experts’ minutes for the previous OMB appeal process, PL071044, Technical 
Experts’ Meeting regarding water Item #3 it states: 
 

 
 
It is reasonable to state that in the experts’ meeting, existing runoff conditions were meant in 
reference to the on site conditions that existed at the time of the experts’ meeting for OMB case 
PL071044. The Water experts’ meeting took place on September 25, 2008. Unfortunately 
dramatic land augmentations have taken place prior to the OMB mandated studies. 
 
In the first week of August 2009, prior to the installation of the piezometers, grading, cut and fill 
and water diversions from Clair Creek began on the Greyerbiehl properties as permitted by the 
City of Waterloo and Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA).  Here are some of the photos 
to show what took place.  
 
Aug.10th 2009: Augmentations between Greyerbiehl and Clair Creek Meadows  
 

 
 

 



Aug. 28 2009: Natural flow is altered. 

 
 
Oct. 2, 2009: the topography of the area and water features has been altered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Permits that allowed the Augmentations of the Greyerbiehl Lands 
 
In this correspondence sent from May 20, 2009 from City of Waterloo Planner Ron Ormson to 
Joe Grubb at Stantec, it states: 

 
 
I have included this two page letter for your reference. 
 
 

 
 



 
I observed that John Palmer, Water Resources Engineer at the GRCA sent a message to Lisa 
Beth Bulford at the GRCA which states water will be removed from Clair Creek as a result of 
grading and cut and fill operations. This appears to conflict with the city’s previous statement in 
the correspondence as provided by Ron Ormson to Joe Grubb of Stantec dated May 20, 1009 
saying that grading is prohibited at this time. 

 
 



 
 

The next pages show a correspondence from Joe Grubb of Stantec to Planner Ron Ormson at 
the City of Waterloo which includes a copy of the Initial Site Works Plan dated 2009.  



 



 
 
The map shows the delineation of the proposed augmentation area as well as a Storm Water 
Management Pond (SWM) is to be installed to the north on top of reaches of Clair Creek; in spite 
of the fact that the OMB process PL071044 secured those SWM ponds would be offline. This 
measure was required to protect the fisheries in Clair Creek as noted in the experts’ minutes. 
Exhibit 8 section regarding Fish section 2. 



 

 
 

The map below was used during the experts’ meeting for PL071044 to illustrate how the original 
proposed pond would have overlapped branches of Clair Creek.  The photo is a detailed look of 
Figure 6 West Side Preliminary Concept Plan Waterloo Westside EIS  
 

 
 



 



I observed in the Circulation Notice by Lisa-Beth Bulford dated May 14, 2009, that it indicates 
grading activity will take place. The comment section states a note in the Draft Approval of 
Subdivision:  
 
prior to area grading or pre-servicing, a geotechnical report and plans will be required to ensure 
that shallow and deep groundwater infiltration targets will be maintained post development.   
 
At the bottom of the page in handwriting it states, “…no engineering concessions, permit approval 
recommended” and it is signed by John Palmer, who is the Water Resources Engineer for the 
GRCA.  



 
 
 
 



I observed the GRCA permitted the land and water augmentations on July 21, 2009 as signed off 
by Paul Emerson, CAO of the Grand River Conservation Authority. 
 

 
 



Mini-piezometers were mandated to resolve the following issues so the West Side Lands as 
noted in the experts’ minutes for OMB appeal PL071044: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In an email sent to me by City of Waterloo Planner Joel Cotter dated March 18, 2010, it states:  
 
In regards to your email of 17 March 2010, the additional mini piezometers were installed in 
September 2009 
 
Based on the information provided by Joel Cotter, it is clear the installation of the piezometers 
took place one month after the augmentation of the Greyerbiehl and Clair Creek Meadows 
properties. 
 
It is reasonable to state that the GRCA and the City of Waterloo permitted the augmentation in 
spite of the fact that all experts signed off on that: 

 
• There was in inadequate monitoring to accurately calculate existing runoff conditions, 

infiltration conditions and groundwater discharge to Clair Creek 
 

• The plans were not consistent with the recommendations of the watershed and 
subwatershed planning 

 
• There were insufficient studies from a hydrogeological perspective  

 
• There was insufficient protection to maintain groundwater infiltration in accordance with 

applicable legislation/policy 
 

• There was insufficient data regarding groundwater and surface water monitoring 
reflecting a 12 month period  

 
The piezometer was mandated to remedy the situation, but it was not installed prior to the permit 
that allowed the land augmentations.  
 
This action constitutes as a direct violation of the Federal Fisheries Act, Municipal and Provincial 
Planning Policy and the OMB Order for PL071044. 
 

 
Tree Removal in ESPA 19 

 
The servicing for the West Side Lands subdivision is planned to be built with servicing 
underground and an asphalt trail over top through areas of ESPA 19 between the Columbia 
Forest Subdivision and Vista Hills. The trail is going to feature lighting as well. 
 
Here is the city’s official notice as provided to residents of Columbia Forest. 
 



 



 
 
 
 



Here is a Google Earth Map to view the placement of the trail in proximity to the ESPA 19 and the 
West Side Lands area. 
 

 
 
 
The open water features, forests and fields in and along ESPA 19 attract a wide diversity of rare 
birds including endangered Acadian Flycatchers, Hooded Warblers, Red Headed Woodpeckers 
Red Shouldered Hawks among other species previously identified in ESPA 19. EIS reports for the 
Owen Property and the West Side Lands confirm sightings of the endangered Acadian  
Flycatcher in ESPA 19 in 1997 and 2001.  
 
The Waterloo Moraine is approximately 400 sq km but 80% of the water is gathered in primary 
(preliminary) recharge areas in approximately 120sq km of land located within the Waterloo 
Moraine’s delineation. The trail and servicing is currently planned to be installed through primary 
recharge in the capture zone of a vernal pond adjacent to wetland W-12.  
 
A map is provided to illustrate the primary recharge areas located in the area in proximity to the 
West Side Lands properties.  



 
 
 
 



 
 
These photos were taken on August 15, 2009 in ESPA 19 in the vicinity of the proposed trail. 
 
From spring to fall, the canopy from the mature trees keeps sunlight out, except at dawn and 
dusk when the sun shines in from the buffer zone areas along Columbia Forest and the West 
Side Lands. The shading they provide the leaves they produce and their root systems help to 
maintain the recharge capacity of this area. The plants, moss, leaves, decaying branches and 
trees help to retain moisture on site which facilitates infiltration of water through sediment to the 
aquifer systems we rely on as a municipality. 
 
Waterloo Region is the largest region in Canada dependent on ground source drinking water. 
Currently groundwater provides approximately 80% of our current water supply.  
 
On March 19, 2010 I photographed trees that were removed in ESPA 19, some of which were 
located in the capture zone of a vernal pond. I built a website to show the photos online at: 
http://www.waterloomoraineact.com/treeremoval.htm  
 
 
I have included some of those photos on the next page for reference. 

http://www.waterloomoraineact.com/treeremoval.htm


  
 

The City of Waterloo sign confirms plans to create a corridor 4-10 meters wide. 
Below is a photo of testing taking place adjacent to a vernal pond. Trees were removed in the 

capture zone in areas that slope down from the buffer zone along Vista Hills. 
 

 



 
This cluster of trees is tagged for removal. Many trees of the similar height are tagged. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Many heritage trees, including the one above (measured at 83 inches), are tagged for removal. 
 

 
Conclusion 

 
I have witnessed grading, cut and fill, as well as water diversions from Clair Creek that have 
taken place prior to the installation of the OMB mandated piezometers and prior to the completion 
of the mandated studies in violation of the OMB ruling and the Federal Fisheries Act.  
 
Prior to land augmentations, the OMB process for PL071044 proved there was no reasonable 
data to assess changes in flow contribution to downstream water sources and associated impacts 
on fisheries; there was uncertainty relating to assurance of long term flow contribution to these 
watercourses; uncertainty relating to the impact on municipal well systems; uncertainty related to 
flood control; as well as lack of reasonable data to establish a rehabilitation plan.  
 
The current draft plans being used for OMB hearing PL091182 reflects a situation of adverse 
environmental impact as defined in the Regional Official Planning Policies Plan, and as prohibited 
by policy 4.3.15.  
 
I have witnessed the removal of trees to facilitate hydrological testing in ESPA 19 without regard 
to the fact that the tree removal will adversely impact the existing hydrology.  Removing heritage 
trees and replacing them with saplings will not reasonably maintain the same hydrologic regime 
or replace the function of mature trees in this forested primary recharge area.  
 
I demand that the City of Waterloo, the Region of Waterloo and developers immediately cease 
and desist all further land augmentations in ESPA 19 and throughout the West Side Lands until 
the mandated studies from OMB process PL071044 has been reasonably completed. 
 
Yours respectfully,  
 
 
Louisette Lanteigne 
 


