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Re: The question on the ballot regarding the merger of Waterloo to Kitchener
The amount of students per capita in Waterloo is much higher than in Kitchener. People from all over the world come here for schooling and it fosters a community of cultural diversity that is dynamic, creative and optimistic. With learning opportunities that expand into our community it fosters citizen participation in many activities at the local level. Few residents who live here are untouched by the influence of our world class educational institutions. It fosters social cohesion that makes our community one of the safest in Canada.
Many professors have volunteered their time pro bono to speak with members of the community and city council about sociological issues, local heritage, policy formation, geology, ecology and planning principals of sustainable design. Their input and influence have assisted our community in establishing successful and sustainable urban planning strategies. They foster in the public, a culture of politically savvy, socially conscious citizens who not only care about their community, they understand the various issues to a depth that most others do not. Our citizens are remarkable stewards of the land and effective advocates for community improvement.
The City of Waterloo, with the assistance of Universities and the support of the public, has spearheaded the creation of innovative new policies towards more sustainable municipal planning practices. The Laurel Creek Watershed Study and the ESL formed here, with the support of our council and area citizens. It has become a tool for other communities to use and it works. Waterloo has created the type of policies the world needs to see to advance into a more sustainable future.

Kitchener is a different municipality not unlike others in Ontario. Its local politics is influenced by older, established citizens and organizations with long standing relationships. Their ways are influenced by the desire to maintain the consistency of the past and they tent to stick with the known instead of pioneering new innovative ways in the manner that Waterloo does.  Kitchener as a community was born of the evolution of industry which thrives on the concept of maintaining consistency. Waterloo was born of the evolution of our educational institutions that change as science advances utilizing creative new approaches to streamline efficiency and effectiveness with regard to our environmental footprint. Each community reflects their unique identities upon their municipal political policies and decisions. Our ways, our values as municipalities differ greatly. 
Many citizens fear the merger of the two cities will destroy Waterloo’s unique identity, that it will silence our voice at the regional level and restrict our community’s ability to contribute to the formation of innovative municipal planning policies.  If we merge, we may find a regression towards Kitchener’s current planning strategies that some view as a risk and threat towards the natural capital resources and urban boundary lines. The fact is Waterloo cannot tolerate urban sprawl but decisions made in the city of Kitchener appear to be fostering it. 
It is vital to keep Waterloo a strong independent voice in City and Regional Council. It is absolutely vital for Ontario to have a municipality like Waterloo to continue to pioneer the way of sustainability into the future by example. The City of Waterloo is worth protecting. The world needs us just the way we are. 

