The following questions for Tory MP Peter Braid of the Municipality of Waterloo are being presented as part of the meeting scheduled to take place November 10, 2009 when he meets Louisette Lanteigne and Kimia Eslah who are members of JustEarth: a coalition for Environmental Justice.

During our previous meeting, members of our group have discussed Mr. Braid’s visit to the UK for the pre-Copenhagen discussions so we look forward to an update of that trip. There had been mention of a written report associated with the visit and we would like to secure a copy of that report if possible. 

It is our expectation to receive responses from Mr. Braid regarding the following questions.
Topic 1 – Investment in solar technologies.
Canada has faired much better than other developed nations during this recession so we’re actually in a better position to invest than the US is in terms of amount per capita but currently we’re seeing solar panels from Burnaby BC being sent off to Germany and in Waterloo, Arise technology has had far more success developing their product with the German government’s assistance than the Canadian Government and as a result 450 jobs went to German locations instead of here in Waterloo Ontario. 
1. Since these leading projects need backing from the federal government, is our government ready to help them?
2. What tax incentives or fiscal measures will the current government provide to these companies?
Topic 2 – US  cuts federal carbon emissions
Recently US President Obama gave a presidential order to reduce federal carbon emissions.  The order requires agencies to “measure, manage, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions toward agency-defined targets.” 
The executive order also requires agencies to meet a number of energy, water, and waste reduction targets such as  a 30% reduction in vehicle fleet petroleum use by 2020; 26% improvement in water efficiency by 2020; 50% recycling and waste diversion by 2015 and 95% of all applicable contracts will meet sustainability requirements.
1. Is our Canadian Government willing to create similar policies for our own federal agencies in order to reduce greenhouse gasses and facilitate cost savings? 
Topic 3 – G8 Summit declaration

Stephen Harper agreed on a declaration at the G8 summit that would limit global temperature increases to 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial averages. 
1. What are the targets to reach?

2. How much funding will be dedicated to support this objective? 

3. What sort of monitoring will there be to assure compliance?

Topic 4 – National Water Strategy.
The Conservatives promised a clean water strategy in March 2007 during the throne speech when the government tabled its budget.
1. What is the current status of the National Water Strategy?
2. Has there been any funding allocated to this. If so, how much?

Topic 5 - Bill C-311

Originally tabled in October 2006 as Bill C-377 it passed 3rd reading in the House of Commons with the support of the Liberals, NDP and Bloc Quebecois with Mr. Harper’s opposition.  Due the 2008 federal election ending the parliamentary session prematurely, the bill did not achieve royal assent despite reaching the Senate. 

On February 10, 2009, it was reintroduced it as a Private Members Bill and renamed as Bill C-311. After months of delays, a contentious request by the House Standing Committee on the Environment and Sustainable Development for more time to consider C-311 was granted with the Official Opposition supporting the government on an Oct 21 vote in the House of Commons. Passage of the Climate Change Accountability Act was therefore effectively delayed until 2010, meaning it would not influence the government in negotiations at the UN COP15 global climate change treaty negotiations held in December 2009 in Copenhagen.
What was the reason given by the Harper government for the recent delay of Bill C-311?
Procedurally speaking, if Canadian Tax payers demand it, are there measures we can take to bring back and pass Bill C-311 in time for Copenhagen?
Topic 6 – Carbon Capturing and Storage (CCS)

On October 14, 2009 The Harper Government will invest $342.8 million in the Transalta Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Project.

This took place in spite of the fact that no full-scale integrated Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) system for a coal fired plant or tar sands developer now exists. Commercial availability is still at least 10 to 15 years away. 
With the exception of bitumen upgraders, CCS is largely unsuitable for tar sands. Emissions are so diverse from the project that a 2008 government study concluded "that only a small portion of the CO2 streams are currently amenable for CCS due to both the size of the emission streams and the concentration."

Vital information needed to create general governance capable of managing wide-scale commercial deployment of CCS is not yet available and the Alberta Carbon Capture and Storage Development Council describes CCS as “expensive and currently uneconomic" without taxpayer subsidies of one to $3 billion a year over several decades.
1. In light of the concerns noted, what reasonable evidence is there to provide to Canadian taxpayers to justify the expense of this investment. 
2. What fiscal return will Canadian taxpayers see from this investment of their tax dollars? 
3. Has there been any preliminarily economic analysis to support the decision to invest? If so what report is it and where can we secure this data.
4. Are Canadian Taxpayers locked into this?
Topic: US government is funding Electric Cars
Topic: Regarding Copenhagen. 

Does the Harper government intend to ratify the Copenhagen Climate Treaty?
